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What to wear to a Career Fair?

On campus career fairs are a great place to meet your future employer. Make sure to make a great impression the minute

they see you. Business casual attire is required for these events. Business professional attire is also acceptable.

Business Casual

Business casual means that you should appear professional and “pulled together” yet somewhat relaxed. Suits are not

required. However, make sure that your clothes are free of wrinkles and tears. Here are some general guidelines:

Business Casual Guidelines for Men

e Ties are not required but are acceptable and may be easily removed if you find the environment too casual.

e Shirts: Long sleeve, button-down in solid colors are a good choice and allow for a tie if you choose to wear one.
Polo shirts are also acceptable for outdoor or warm-season events. Shirts should always be tucked in. A sweater or
sweater vest may also be an appropriate option.

e Pants should be neatly pressed. No jeans or denim. Khakis are a good option. A leather belt is also suggested.

o Shoes should be leather and be generally in good condition. Dark socks are suggested. Do not wear flip flops,
sandals, or hiking boots.

Business Casual Guidelines for Women

e Shirts: Women have many appropriate options to choose from. Tailored shirts and blouses, as weil as knit sweaters
and tops are appropriate choices. Do not wear skin-tight or very low-cut shirts. Fabrics with glitter or sparkles
should be avoided. The midriff should be covered.

e Pants/Skirts: Khakis, dress pants, and skirts are all appropriate options. No jeans or denim. Pants should be neatly
pressed. Capris and cropped pants are not acceptable options. Skirts should be at least knee length. Generally, solid
colors are good options for both pants and skirts. Neither pants nor skirts should be tight.

e Shoes and Hose: Shoes should be leather or fabric. Wear a heel height appropriate for the clothes you are wearing
and appropriate for the amount of walking you will be doing. Color should be dark. White and pastel shoes are not
generally suggested. Hose are optional but suggested with knee-length skirts and more formal environments.

Business Casual Guidelines for Gender Neutral

e Colors: Wear colors that are flattering to you and work well with your brand. Black will always work! Be aware of
what colors you are combining. This ties in with being comfortable: if you are not comfortable and confident in
your color choice find something else. You can also alter your color choice based on your audience.

e« Comfort: Don't wear a shirt that's too tight, or one that you can’t move around in. So keep this in mind when
deciding on that outfit. Those cute shoes that you just haven't mastered walking in yet, or that shirt that you can't
really straighten out your arms completely in are not ideal for a career fair.

o Dress to Impress: Wear something flattering. Wear something that makes you feel confident. When you look
good, you feel good! But make sure you look like you belong there.
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